i54          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
francs a month,1 and we know from confidences made later
by Mother Barat that the nuns find it very hard to make
both ends meet.2 The ribbons worn by some of the girls
are not merely distinguishing marks to show the class to
which they belong, as was the custom in the schools of
the Ursulines and at St. Cyr. They are badges of office
conferred by the votes of the pupils and ratified by the
religious. Already in 1805 Mile. Dorothee Michel,
of Amiens, has been awarded the first medallion and the
first blue ribbon of merit, while blue ribbons are also
given to Miles. Penaranda (of Bruges), Bruhier (of St.
Dominique), du Haut-Plessis (of Paris), and Dottin (of
Amiens). In the middle school the decoration given
was the green ribbon, which at this date was being worn
by Miles. Corblet and de Sambucy.3
Here we must leave the silent, studious schoolgirls of
Amiens and with the foundress look farther afield. In
connection with other houses, and after considering the de-
velopments going on both within and without the Society,
we shall have to discuss many other matters relating to
school life- The strict discipline, the decorum, the social
activities, the relation of mistresses and pupils are just as
much part of the tradition as are the studies of any school,
and have as large a place in the moulding of character.
Still more so has the faith with its consequent ideals of
life and conduct. The difficulty in our study will be not
to narrow our outlook by considering too deeply one or
two special schools, and yet, on the other hand, not to
become guilty of the vague and superficial generalisations
1 See Atmaaire de la Somme^ 1806.
*  Unpublished souvenirs of Mother Perdrau tell us that they rose early to clean
the girls* shoes and so save a small weekly sum.
*  See Aimatre de la Somme^ which also gives the prizes awarded in September
1805.